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The tourism industry of India is economically ;

» - y lm t
growing rapidly. The World Travel & Touprgr,:,mci" & .E
calculated that tourism generated INR 6.4 trillion or ¢ 6% lflw
nation’s GDP in 2012. ety

> Supported 395 million jobs, 7.7% of
employment.
> This sector is predicted to grow at an average annual
rate of 7.9 % from 2013 to 2023.
» India ranked as 38th country in the world in terms of
foreign tourist arrivals,
Challenges

Various challenges/issues faced by the domestic travel &
tourism industry in India.

1) Lack of Proper Infrastructure: -

Infrastructure needs for the travel &tourism industry range from
physical infrastructure such as ports of entry to modes of
transportation to urban infrastructure such as access roads,
electricity, water supply, sewerage & telecommunication. The
sectors related to the travel & tourism industry include airlines,
surface transport, accommodation [hotels] & infrastructure and
facilitation systems, among others:

» Access and connectivity: To harness India’s tourism
potential, several efforts are being taken for opening
new destinations & exploring niche segments. However,
infrastructure facilities such as air, rail, road connectivity
& hospitality services at these destinations and the
connecting sites are inadequate. This remains a major
hurdle for development of tourism.

» Roadways form a vital network in the tourist industry
with almost 70% tourist in India travelling by road.
Despite. numerous efforts to improve road
infrastructure, connectivity remains a major problem.
Thus, there is a greater need for strengthened road & rail
network.
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growth of the industry in 'India and India is losing out to other
low cost destinations. Various taxes are levied across the entita
industry right from tour operators, transporters, airline indys

to hotels & these include service tax, luxury tax, tay o
transportation etc. In addition, these taxes ... to vary
across different states in the country.

6) Security

Security has been a major problem as well for growth of tourism
for a number of years. Terrorist attacks or political unrest in
different parts of the country have adversely affected the
sentiments of foreign tourists. Thus, the government needs to
take a proactive approach in addressing these issues and in
averting the potential impact on the industry. '

7) Regulatory Issues

For inbound international tourists, visa procedures are such as‘a
hindrance. A number of countries competing with India for
tourists provide visa on arrival. This strategy would prove to be
a hindrance of the development of tourism industry in India.
Reference:

Websites

e https://www.google.co.in/

e http:/ /tourism.gov.in/

* http://www.incredibleindia.org/en/
* http:/ /www.tourismofindia.com/

.

http:/ /www.yatra.com/travel/india-tourism/
Books '
* Travel and Tourism by ManoharPuri , Gian Chand ,

* 1,000 Places to See Before You Die - A Traveler's Life List by
Patricia Schultz

Tourism in India by Vijay Kumar Gupta
Travel Kit of Northern India by C. C. S.Menon




