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trekking and nature walks, viewing of witdide and
river rafting, adventure activities, fishing, health
promotion and spa, conservation awarenoss
and environment education,

Ecotourism Initiatives in India

Mohan Krishan Khanna has Identitied
ecotourism resources of India in his book
‘Ecotourism in India'. In his opinion the
geographical diversity of India makes it home
to a wealth of ecosystems which are well
protected and preserved, These eoosystom
have become the major resources for
ecotourism. In the 1980s, ecotourism has
omcrgodasoneoﬂr\enmmonamwovs
intourism in india. During 1898, the Government
of India prepared & policy document on
ecotourism. The government of India has
initiated vital role on ecotourism in 2002 tourism
policy. The explanation of nature and strength
could be seen in the sixth principle of 2002
tourism policy, This principle describes that
ecotlounsm is a broader sense than those of
nature tourism; it helps to eliminating poverty,
generating employment even for the unskilled

people, Increasing the economic status of
woman, preserving local culiure and
encouraging tribal and local crafts. In the
ecotourism program, the Government of India
supports state governments in the purchase of
trekking and camping equipment, and 8lso
heips pro;ects m use renswabte energy

tourism actlvnbs are managod on sustainable
principles. NGOs also help the government and
mmhmm development
oistrategiesoto.scotounmlhsrmﬂlyhm
public sector and projects are Dbeing developed
by government, but private sector support is
expected by way of provlslon of
accommodation, conduct of tours etc. Thare are
nol many ecotourism projects financed by
international funding agencies.

Al definitions of ecotourism showed that the
‘concept of ecolourism Is derived from soven

' Sawd Madhopur, Sariska Tiger Reserve in Alwar

Into four distinct seasons. They are - Pre-

- average temperature in winter ranges from 8’

components, These are as follows: (1)
Contributes to conservation of biodiversity, (2)
Sustains the well-being of local people, (3)
Includes an interpretation/learning experierce,
(4) Involves responsible action on the part ol
tourists and the tourism industry, (5) Deliverod
primarily to small groups by small-scale
businesses, (6) Requires lowes! possible
consumption of non-renewable resources, (7)
Stresses local participation, ownership and
business opportunities, particularty for rural
people.

Ecotourism in Rajasthan

Rajasthan is a north-western state of India,
which shares its border with Indian states like
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh,

“Punjab and Gujrat, and Internationally with

Pakistan. Major features include the ruins of the
Indus Valley Clvilisation at Kalibanga, the
Dilwara Temples, a Jain pilgrimage site al
Rajasthan's only hili station, Mount Abu, in he
ancent Aravall mountain range, and, In easiem
Aajasthan, the Keoladeo National Fark noar
Bharatpur, @ World Hertage Site known for its
bird life. Rajasthan is also home 1o three nationa!
tiger reserves, Ranthambore Nationa! Park in

and Mukundra Hill Tiger Reserve in Kota.
The weather of Rajasthan is broadly classified

monsoon, which is 1ha hot season preceding
the monsoon and extends from April 10 June,
the Monsoon that ocours in the month of June
In the eastern region and mid- July in the
western arid regions, the Post-monsoon that
commences from mid-September and
continues till November and the Winter that
extends from Decembar to March, January
being the coldest month of the year. The

10 28°C (46° 10 82°F) and in summer the average
lemperature ranges from 25° to 46°C (77° 1o
115°F). The best time for visit of Rajasthan is
October 1o Aprll month whon weather can be
found pleasant not hot and humid.
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