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Abstract 
Aim of the present review is to focu h 
activity of plant Saracaasoca (ashoka) 

Rî ~ å Œú = 1 e potential phytochcm1ca1' and h 1 . , · h b · . · ous parts of lh 1 . P annaco og1ca1 
and fnnts ave een mvcst1gated for th . . .6 e P ant bkc seeds lcav- 0 b t. · d fl · . e1r s1g111 icant h h . • .... , owers, ar .. 
glycos.1 es, ~ ú å ç ì ä ë I =í ú N å ë =~ å ú =saponins. lt is used 15 P ytoc ú C í ê ó K = p ~ ê ú Å ~ ~ ë ç Å ~ = ú ç å í ~ N å > =
bactenal, anti 1mplantatton, antt-*'•-... r 8 t' .spasmogemc, oxytoc1c uterotomc anti-. . ú J .. " ' n ~ ú é ê ç Ö í ë í ~ í á ç å = I ' ' roenorrhagia and anucancer. It is used to cure 1 . 1 

• 1Dll-cs1Jogemc activity against 
also. It bas specially been used to manage ú É î É ê W= ú ë É ~ ë É ë =ú å Ö =to ayurved1c medicine 
treating hemorrhagic dysentry, uterine pain ::: :::::• compli.cations and inrections besides 
Almost all parts of the plant are considered ú Ü ~ = 1 ú ’ =cardiac and circulatory problems. 
to compile and documented infonnation 

0 
Ç ú Ñ í á ~ Å ç =ogical valuable. This review is an anempt . . . n • erent .,_., of r___ h . 1 

properties and highhghts the need for teSearch and their K I Wú ~ ä =ú NQ’ ~ ~ R ç Å ~ = p annacologica 
Key words- Asboka, morphology, phytochemistry, medicinal uses. opment. 

Introduction 
In the present age of phannaceuticals, 
various chemicals have been employed for 
the effective management of disease. Due to 
their potential side effects researchers aimed 
on the effective herbal management of 
disease. They have been always the main 
principle fonn of medicine since traditions 
in India and now a day it becomes most 
popular throughout the world. Herbal 
medicines are not only providing traditional 
and ethnic medicine but also promising for 
highly efficient novel bioactive molecules. 
Since ages, man bas been dependent on 
nature for curing various body diseases· 1bc 
plant used as drugs arc fairly innocuous and 
relatively free from toxic effects or were 
so toxic that lethal effects were well 
known1• 
Saracaasoca as one of the foremost plants 
utilised from antiquity till to date. Asoka or 
Ashoka is a Sanskrit word which means 
"without sorrow"or with that gives on gncf 
Ashoka is one of the most lcgendal")' and 
sacred trees of India. Ashoka tree. 

· · I laun universally known by its bmomaa 
name Sarocaasoca, De.wild or p ~ ê ú í ~ á å Ç á Å ä ä =
belonging family Caesalpmeaccacl. 11 is n 
evergreen tree called in b å Ö Ü ú Ü =Asot.:tree 

11 
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is found throughout India, especially in 
Himalaya, Kerala, Bengal and "hole South 
Region. Ashoka 1s one of the sacred plant' 
of Hindus, and 1s especially sacred 10 the 
Hindus God of love Kama Dev, for whom it 
is worshipped fovcry year on December 27. it 
m mentioned in Hindu mythology as the 
Alob tree, beneath which the Indian 
philosopher md founder of Buddhism, 
Qautam Siddbartha was said to have been 
l)om aru1er Ibis tree. The ann of P'cscnt 
Jludy 11 to prcmde infonnatton about lhc 
phytocbemical and pbannacological 
importanCe oflhc Sarac• asoca1

. 

Qaltifkatio• 
IQnadom- Plantae 
Dlvliio• • Mangobophyta 
Oa11 • j Ö å ç Ä ç ú Ç ~ =
l ê Ç í ê J c ~ Ä ~ g ú =
Famlly - ('.ac:salpmeacue 
(imus-Saraca 
Species- asoc.a1 

Ecological adaptation' and distribution 
1 Soil and chmate· 1he plant rcquno 

shghth 9c1d1c to neutral soils for gc•od 
po\\th "1th medium to deep \\Cll 

dramed fert1k sllll It imws wel\ m 
tropiC'Dl and ubtroptral 1tuattons und"" 
1mg:iuon 
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