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Development and Values :
Indian Perspective

Dir. Meenahsht Srivastava®

The term development logically sigmihies a prodess o
Sanpe which s desirable and worthwinle, Questions
recarding as toowhat is desirable and worthwhile cannot be
dovided purely on the tactual basis. There has to be an
evaluative eritenon tor the deciston as to what would quahity
as development The term “development’, perhaps no one
would disagree, 16 essentially evaluative and in most
CONTONES 1l ey pPresses o positive evaluation.! To talk ot
development e to compare. It could mean comparison ot the
e stages of a gven entity at datterent moments of time, or
of different bat simtlar entittes ot the same moment of time
The term development s thus also comparative in character,
A comparative judpment on qu.xln_\' further presupposcs
eome identitied or accepted positive direction of growth,
Thus development means more and more an approximation
towards an 1deal or value through successive stages of
change. The term “development” has for very long, remained
aached with general materialist bias. This is evident with
the factual basis on which countries until very recently have
been characterised  as  developed, developing  or
underdeveloped. The principal criteria adopted tor
determining whether a nation is developed has been the
quantity of goods produced or procured and consumed; the
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