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Introduction 
Development-Securing Social and 

Economic Growth 
'Development', as occurs with many other concepts, is a 

notion through w hich C1re expressed competing ideologicat 
theoretical and practical views of humC1n well-being and 
agency. Because of the concep t's lack of concre te bounds, 
d efining it ha s been a major theoretica l and practical 
challenge.In eco nomic te rm s, deve lopment has been 
understood as achieving sus ta inable rates of growth of income 
pa capita to enable the nation to expand its ou tput faster than 
the population. However, this p erspective fails to acknowledge 
the p roblems of poverty, discrimination, tmemploymen t and 
income distribution; the assumption be ing that increased 
output or economic growth would deal with these issues. 

In sociological terms, the term 1 development1 is used ( 
often by Western sociologists) to m ean indus trializa tion, 
economic growth and the living s tandards associa ted with 
prosperity, such cis increased life expectancy, health-care, free 
education, etc. Those countries that have not yet achieved these 
objectives are said to he 1 undeveloped' and cire often te rmed 
1

lessdeveloped corn1tries1 (LDCs).This definition of development 
is both loaded and e thnocentric - it reflects the view that 
Westernisation is the only worthwhi le and desirable dfrection 
development should take. However, even after facing sta tmch 
criticism, this d efinition of development has been the most 
potent one. 

Dud ley Seers has been a major influence during the 
conceptua lization of 'DeveJopme nt1. He proposed three 
principles for measuring a nation's ex tent of development. 
"Wh<-1t ha s been happening to pover ty? What has been 
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