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Mahatma Gandhi 
The Pol\'er of Nonviolence 
Sociological Perspective 

or. s,"·eely Mathur· 

FATHER OFTRE NATION 

ú N ~ Ü ~ í ã ~ =Gandhi: the power of non\•iolence-
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi wascaJled i\1ahatma.. which 

lirerally means ··great soul". 1\1ahatma Gandhi (October 2. 1869 to 
January 30. 1948) was the leader oflndia 's non-violent independence 
movement against British rule and in South Africa who advocated for 
rhe civil rights of Jndians. Born in Porbandar, India. Gandhi studied 
law and organized boycotts against British institutions in peaceful f omlS 
of civil disobedience. He was killed by a fanatic in 1948. 

Religion and Beliefs 

Gandhi grew up worshiping the Hindu god Vishnu and 
following Jainism, a morally rigorous ancient Indian ê É ä Ü ú á ç å =that .., 
espoused non-violence, fasting, meditation and vegetarianiSJn. During 
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