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Abstract 

l dia and Nepal are two such neighbours that have identities interwoven 
n culture, religion, and history. This chapter attempts to trace the 

historical affinities between the two countries. The ties date back to the 
,age of the Buddha and Ashoka the great. The connection was further 
strengthened during the Gupta and the Rajput eras. The advent of Muslim 
invaders to India drove out many Rajput chiefe who took refuge in Nepal 
and the descendants of one such rulers, Prithvinarayan Shah founded the 
,111Jing House of Nepal, the Gorakhas. The first contact between the British 
India and Nepal took place through the commercial relations between the 
Newar traders and the Britain East India Company in Bengal. However, . 
the political relations did not develop until 1767, when Malla rulers sought 

·British help against Prithvinarayan Shah. The victory of Prithvinarayan 
Shah, forced the British to view Nepa/from a different angle. Prithvinarayan 

·. :Shah on his part advocated the policy of keeping British and the Chinese 
forces at peace. When Nf!pal invaded Tibet in 1788, both the Gorakhas and 
the Chinese sought British help and they offered mediation between the two 

' · parties which was not received warmly by the Nepalese. The opportunity 
for British came in form of Maharaj a Ran Bahadur Shah who abdicated 
the throne in favour of his infant ú ç å I =Girvana Yuddha and came to _ Ñ WÖ ê ú =
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