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CHAPTER .. 6 

Bio-Medical Waste Laws in India 
unita Shekhawat 

Qr. S. t professor, Oepartn1ent of Zoology, 
A soc1a e . 
s ·a College, Jaipur Kan on 

Human beings have always caused some environmental pollution. 
. edic times, people have created waste. Like garbage today th· Since V . . IS 

waste was either burned, tossed into water ways , buried or dumped 
bove ground. However, the waste of early peoples was mostly food 

:craps and other ë ì ú ë í ~ å Å É ë =t.hat broke down easily by natural decay 
processes. Prehistoric population was also much small and spread out 
over large areas. As a result, pollution was less concentrated and 
caused few problems. 
The growth of pollution started during ancient times when large 
numbers of people began living together in cities. As cities grew, 
pollution grew with them. Poor sanitation practices and contaminated 
water supplies unleashed massive epidemics in early cities . 
Environmental problems became even more serious and widespread 
in the 1 BOO's, during a period called the Industrial Revolution. This 

I period was characterized by the development of factories and the 
I overcrowding of cities with factory workers. During the lndustnal 
r Revolution, coal powered most factories. Most city homes also relied 

on coal as a heating fuel. The burning of coal fil led the air with smokE 
and soot. Poor sanitation facilities also facilitated raw sewage to get intc 
water supplies in some cities. The polluted water caused typhoid feve1 
and other illnesses. I 
ú á ê =Pollution problems became particularly serious in the early ú =900's I 
y the 1930's, smoke and soot from steel mills, power plants. ê ~ á ä ê ç ~ Ç ú = I 

í~ úN KÇ =heating plants filled the air over many Eastern and Midwesten I 
11es In · . \ ·a S I Louis· ú ç ã É =ú å Ç ì ë í ê á ~ ä = cities , such as Pittsburgh, mú å å ë ó =varn . · 

need' Missouri, pollution frequently became so thick í ÜN ú = 1 
p ed streetlights and headlights to see during the day. ú Ç DWú ~ î á Ç î ~ á ~ î É = : 

rob tern f B Kanona PG í ^ ú Wì o =
1 ° lo-Medical Waste JI-. I 
" 1989, the G . conferred t I sections 6 overnment of India in exercise of the powers 1986 (EP, 

1 ' 8 and 25 of the Environment Protection Act, 
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ã É ~ ë ì ê ú Ç =can be managed" 
t , \' Peter Drucker 
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r.oxicology is'f\e\1rning ä ë ë ì É ú =... needs 
Realization, Education, Measurement, Control and 

Contribution by Society at Large. 
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