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Biodiversity : A Review

Dr. Nidhi Gupta

Associate Professor, Department of Chemistry
Kanoria PG Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Jaipur
E-mail: guptanidhil@yahoo.com

Abstract

The loss of biological diversity is a global crisis. There is hardly any region on the Earth that is not
facing ecological catastrophes. Of the 1.7 million species known to inhibit the Earth (human are
just one of them), one third to one fourth is likely to extinet within the next few decades. Biological
extinction has been a natural phenomenon in geological history. But the rate of extinction was
perhaps one species every 1000 years. But man’s intervention has speeded up extinction rates all
the more. Between 1600 and 1500, the rate of extinction went up to one species every 10 years. It
is estimated that about 50 species are being driven to extinction every year, bulk of them in tropical
forest, due to human interference. In this paper status, definition and importance of biodiversity
have been discussed.

Keywords : Biodiversity, Ecosystem, WRI and WB

Introduction

For much of the time man lived in a hunter-
gather society and thus depended entirely on
biodiversity for sustenance. But with the
increased dependence on agriculture and
industrialization, the  emphasis on
biodiversity has decreased. Indeed, the
biodiversity, in wild and domesticated forms,
is the source for most of humanity, food,
medicine, clothing and housing, much of the
cultural diversity and most of the intellectual
and spiritual inspiration. It is, without doubt,
the very basis of life. Further that, a quarter
of the ecarth’s total biological diversity
amounting to 1.7 million species, which
might be useful to mankind in one way or
other, would be in serious risk of existence
over the next 2-3 decades. On realization that
the erosion of biodiversity may threaten the
very existence of life has awakened man to
take steps to conserve it. In this paper,
concept, types and importance of biodiversity
have been discussed.

Concept of Biodiversity

The concept of biodiversity (synonyms with
biological diversity) has been known to man
ever since he began to minutely observe the
living being around him. The term biological
diversity was used by Robert E. Jenkins and
Thomas Lovejoy in 1980. The word
biodiversity itself may have been coined by
W. G. Rosen in 1985, The term biodiversity
was used as the tutle for a symposium
organized by national Research council in
Washington in 1986. At about that time, as
people became more aware of the extinction
crisis, biodiversity emerged as a sigmificant
issue. It was given concrete expression in
the World Resources Institute  (WRI),
World Bank (WB), International Union of
Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) and
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)
publications concerned with conservation of
world’s  biological diversity. However,
biodiversity did not became a familiar term to
general public until the United Nations

.;QCO on the Environmental and
R mnl (UNCED) held at Rio de
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